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Prelims





Orient

First came the __________, that location to which so many European 
explorers sought an easy all-water passage. Columbus was seeking the 
__________ when he went in completely the opposite direction and 
“discovered” North America. The __________ earned its name because 
the Latin word at its root means “place where the sun rises.” For most 
Europeans, that direction was east.

By the nineteenth century, __________ lost its explicit relationship to the 
east and suggested facing any specific, desired direction.



Backlog

During the Christmas season, the man of the house would go into the 
woods and search for a really thick log. He would take it home, put it 
toward the back of the fireplace, build a good-sized fire, and let that 
sucker burn. Since it was an extremely large log—called a yule log in 
honor of the season—it took a very long time to burn. The custom was 
that, as long as the yule log was burning, he could blow off work and most 
daily tasks. Of course, that meant the work piled up. But so what? He 
would drink another nog and forget about it!

By the nineteenth century, _________ came to refer to all those 
accumulated duties.



Drop of a hat

In the 19th century it was occasionally the practice in the 
United States to signal the start of a fight or a race by 
dropping a/an X or sweeping it downward while holding it in 
the hand. The quick response to the signal found its way into 
the language for any action that begins quickly without much 
need for prompting.

Today, the phrase means to act readily or on some single 
signal.



Lobbying

The word comes from German and Latin words meaning “home” or 
“shelter made out of foliage.”

By the seventeenth century, X more commonly was used to describe the 
entrance hall of a large building. It was the sort of place where people 
gathered before heading to various offices.

The British House of Commons had such a large X. Influence peddlers 
would teem there like termites in rotten wood. Thus, the people who hung 
out in X waiting for politicians were said to be Y. A noun became a verb, 
and foliage transformed into corporate toadies.



Accentuate

Our world’s increasingly polyglot nature led to the change in 
the word X. Originally, it meant “to pronounce with a/an Y.” As 
cultures and their respective languages mingled, people had 
to work extra hard to be understood. As a result, they spoke 
carefully so that people could understand their X (spoken with 
a/an Y) words. 



Shakuntala

X was born of the sage Vishwamitra and the Apsara Menaka. Menakā 
had come at the behest of the King of the Heaven, Indra, to distract the 
sage Vishwāmitra from his deep meditations. She succeeded, and bore a 
child by him. Vishwāmitra, angered by the loss of the virtue gained 
through his many hard years of strict ascetism, distanced himself from the 
child and mother to return to his work. Realizing that she could not leave 
the child with him, and having to return to the heavenly realms, Menakā 
left the newborn X in the forest. It was here that the new born child was 
found by Kanva Rishi surrounded by Y birds . He thus named her X.



Gandharva marriage

A/An X is one of the eight classical types of Hindu marriage. 
This ancient marriage tradition from the Indian subcontinent 
was based on mutual attraction between a man and a 
woman, with no rituals, witnesses or family participation. The 
marriage of Dushyanta and Shakuntala was a historically 
celebrated example of this class of marriage.



Feng Shui
X is a Chinese philosophical system of harmonizing everyone with the surrounding 
environment. The term X literally translates as "wind-water" in English. This is a 
cultural shorthand taken from the passage of the now-lost Classic of Burial 
recorded in Guo Pu's commentary. X is one of the Five Arts of Chinese 
Metaphysics. The X practice discusses architecture in metaphoric terms of 
"invisible forces" that bind the universe, earth, and humanity together, known as 
qi.

Historically, X was widely used to orient buildings—often spiritually significant 
structures such as tombs, but also dwellings and other structures—in an 
auspicious manner. X was suppressed in mainland China during the cultural 
revolution in the 1960s, but since then has increased in popularity.



Thoth

In Neil Gaiman's novel American Gods, ________ lives as a 
human called Mr. Ibis on the mortal plane in the "Little Egypt" 
area of Southern Illinois. In accordance with his role as judge 
of the dead, he works as an undertaker alongside Anubis' 
human embodiment, Mr. Jacquel (Jackal).



Mercury

The classic entry about the Celtic gods of Gaul is the section in Julius 
Caesar's Commentarii de bello Gallico (52–51 BC; The Gallic War). In this 
he names the five principal gods worshipped in Gaul (according to the 
practice of his time, he gives the names of the closest equivalent Roman 
gods) and describes their roles. __________ was the most venerated of 
all the deities and numerous representations of him were to be 
discovered. __________ was seen as the originator of all the arts (and is 
often taken to refer to Lugus for this reason), the supporter of adventurers 
and of traders, and the mightiest power concerning trade and profit. 



Pillars of Hercules

The X was the phrase that was applied in Antiquity to the promontories 
that flank the entrance to the Strait of Gibraltar. It was the end of the 
known world then. Named after Y, Y crossed them when he went to fetch 
the Cattle of Geryon.

According to Plato's account, the lost realm of Atlantis was situated 
beyond the X, in effect placing it in the realm of the Unknown. 
Renaissance tradition says the Z bore the warning to sailors and 
navigators to go no further.



Bhimbetka Rock Shelters

The X are an archaeological site of the Paleolithic, exhibiting the earliest traces of 
human life on the Indian subcontinent, and thus the beginning of the South Asian 
Stone Age. It is located in the Raisen District in the Indian state of Madhya 
Pradesh, near Abdullaganj town and inside the Ratapani Wildlife Sanctuary. At 
least some of the shelters were inhabited by Homo erectus more than 100,000 
years ago. Some of the Stone Age rock paintings found among X are 
approximately 30,000 years old. The caves also deliver early evidence of dance. 
They were declared a World Heritage Site in 2003.

The name Y is associated with Bhima, a hero-deity of the epic Mahabharata. The 
word Y is said to derive from Z, meaning "sitting place of Bhima".



Nur Jahan

____________ was able to wield a significant amount of imperial 
influence and was often considered at the time to be the real power 
behind the throne. She remains historically significant for not only the 
sheer political power she maintained (a feat no Mughal women before her 
had ever achieved) but also for her contribution to Indian culture, charity 
work, commercial trade and her ability to rule with an iron fist. She also 
composed Persian poems under the pen name of Makhfi.

Novelist Indu Sundaresan has written three books revolving around the 
life of ____________. The Taj Mahal trilogy includes "The Twentieth Wife" 
(2002), "The Feast of Roses" (2003) and "Shadow Princess" (2010). 



Servants of India Society

The _______________ was formed in Pune, Maharashtra, on June 12, 
1905 by Gopal Krishna Gokhale, who left the Deccan Education Society 
to form this association. Along with him were a small group of educated 
Indians, as Natesh Appaji Dravid, Gopal Krishna Deodhar and Anant 
Patwardhan who wanted to promote social and human development and 
overthrow the British rule in India. The Society organized many 
campaigns to promote education, sanitation, health care and fight the 
social evils of untouchability and discrimination, alcoholism, poverty, 
oppression of women and domestic abuse. The publication of The 
Hitavada, the organ of the Society in English from Nagpur commenced in 
1911.



Valentina Tereshkova is the first woman to have flown in space, having 
been selected from more than four hundred applicants and five finalists to 
pilot Vostok 6 on 16 June 1963. In order to join the Cosmonaut Corps, 
Tereshkova was honorarily inducted into the Soviet Air Force and thus 
she also became the first civilian to fly in space. At the opening ceremony 
of the 2014 Winter Olympics, she was a carrier of the Olympic flag. In 
2013 she offered to do this if the opportunity arose. 

What did she offer to do?

Go on a one-way trip to Mars



Pope John Paul II—Abraham's ardent champion—earnestly hoped to 
make a pilgrimage early in the millennial year in honor of the patriarch, 
because Jews, Christians, and Muslims all regard themselves as 
Abraham's spiritual offspring. In 1994 the pope told me that going to Y 
was his dream. "No visit to the lands of the Bible is possible without a start 
in Y, where it all began," he said. But at the last moment, in late 1999, 
Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi dictator, canceled the invitation.

What are we talking about?

Ziggurat of Ur



What does this
map depict?

Invasion of
Normandy



This is a 
painting of the
West Gate of
Firozabad built
in the 1350s.
Who was it built
by?
Hint: He was a
successor of
the Wise Fool.

Feroz Shah
Tughlaq



In geometry, X states that if equilateral triangles are 
constructed on the sides of any triangle,
either all outward or all inward, the centres of those 
equilateral triangles themselves form an equilateral 
triangle. 

This theorem is often attributed to Y (1769-1821).

Give me X.

Napolean’s Theorem



Mains





Accolade

From the beginning, a/an _________ suggested praise for 
accomplishment. But for several hundred years, it referred to the specific 
ceremony of knighthood, which contained detailed actions - including the 
ceremonial embrace that formed the word in the first place.

As knighthood became more of a spectacle, and knights of old became 
fodder for the novels of Sir Walter Scott, the word _________ lost its 
connection to a specific ceremony and became instead a generic word for 
“praise.”



Adamant

Scientists of the Middle Ages believed in a mythical mineral that was 
unbreakable. They called it _________. If found, they believed it would 
have been useful for any number of purposes: defense, construction, 
prisons, etc.

Most associated the mythical _________ with real diamonds. Once the 
identity of __________ was settled, people began to use the word 
metaphorically.

The original idea of the word has also been used in Marvel Comics.



Decimate

Initially, __________ was used to describe taking one-tenth of something. 
During the classical period, it became associated with a particular military 
action. If a legion—a large group of soldiers—was found to be guilty of 
cowardice or mutiny, then one out of every ten men in that legion would 
be slaughtered in recompense. 

Most likely, while some understood the “correct” meaning of _________, 
others believed it meant to reduce something to one-tenth of its former 
size, rather than just taking away one-tenth.



Gestation

During the sixteenth century, it meant the act of riding on horseback for 
exercise. 

It comes from a Latin word meaning “to carry” or “to bear.” In addition, 
when you ride a horse, the horse is “bearing” you. Thus, the “seed” of the 
modern sense of the word exists in both its origin and its Middle–Ages 
meanings.



Jack-in-the-box

At the time Shakespeare first picked up a quill, X was a thief who 
substituted empty boxes for boxes filled with goods. “Jack” already was a 
generic name for a man of low birth, a “nobody.” Anyone opening the box 
and finding nothing of value in it would have been in for a nasty surprise.

The toy, called X since at least the eighteenth century, acts on the same 
principle. An unsuspecting person—in this case, a child—figures out how 
to open the box and either screams in terror or squeals with delight.



Peruse

During the fourteenth century, _________ referred to something one had 
paid so much attention to, or used so much, that it was now almost 
useless. For example, you used a feedbag so much that it developed 
numerous holes and was no longer useful on the farm. By the 1500s, 
_________ began to refer to reading something carefully, in effect, to 
“wear out” a text by reading it closely or repeatedly. The shift makes 
sense when one considers that the Gutenberg press first printed a book in 
1456.



Relay

_________ was associated with the upper-crust sport of fox hunting. 
During the fifteenth century, a _______ worked something like the 
following: You and your hounds are chasing a fox through the woods in a 
certain direction. Eventually, your dogs tire and lose the scent of the fox. 
Thus, you keep a reserve pack of hounds at a certain distance from your 
starting point, and let the fresh pack take over when the original hounds 
have exhausted themselves.



Devil’s Advocate

During the canonization process employed by the Roman Catholic 
Church, the Promoter of the Faith popularly known as the X, was a 
canon lawyer appointed by Church authorities to argue against the 
canonization of a candidate. It was this person’s job to take a skeptical 
view of the candidate's character, to look for holes in the evidence, to 
argue that any miracles attributed to the candidate were fraudulent, and 
so on. The X opposed Y (also known as the Promoter of the Cause), 
whose task was to make the argument in favor of canonization.



Umpire

The French word that gave rise to ________ starts with an “n.” But when it 
got translated into English, people misheard the word. Instead of hearing 
“un noumper,” most thought the word was “un oumper.” Thus, after a few 
more spelling shifts, the word _________ forever lost the “n” with which it 
should begin.

Now, for the meaning change. _________, or “noumper,” meant “an odd 
number,” but it was used primarily as a word related to a third party who 
settles disputes between two parties. For example, say two guys are 
fighting over a property boundary. A third is brought in to make an 
impartial decision about the situation. This “odd man” was the “noumper.”



Barking up the wrong tree

X is an idiomatic expression in English, which is used to suggest a 
mistaken emphasis in a specific context. The phrase is an allusion to the 
mistake made by dogs when they believe they have chased a prey up a 
tree, but the game may have escaped by leaping from one tree to 
another.



Connect
Kalki, Jesus, Maitreya, Saoshyant

Herald of Apocalpyse (Eschatology)



What are their Greek counterparts known as? Centaurs

Kinnaras were mysteriously linked with horses. The epic Mahabharata 
and the Puranas describe, regions north of the Himalayas as the abode of 
Kinnaras. This region was also the abode of a tribe of people called 
Kambojas. They were fierce warriors skilled in horse riding and horse 
warfare. Some of them were robber-tribes who invaded village-
settlements, by raiding them using their skilled cavalry-forces. The myth of 
Kinnaras probably came from these horsemen. Another reference in the 
epic consider them as a sub-group of the Gandharvas.



Rostam

X is the epic hero of the Persian epic Shahnameh in Persian mythology. 
In the story, Rostam and his predecessors were natives of the Zabulistan 
region of Sistan province (present-day eastern Iran). X's mother Rudaba 
was a princess of Kabul.

The tragedy of X and Y forms part of Shahnameh. It tells the tragic story 
of the heroes X and his son, Y and how X stabs Y in the heart, unaware of 
their relationship. The story is referred to several times in the Kite Runner 
by Khaled Hosseini.



Rahu Ketu

Mohini, the female avatar of Vishnu, distracted the asuras, took the amrita 
obtained after samudra manthan, and distributed it among the Devas, who 
drank it. Asura XY, disguised himself as a deva and drank some nectar. 
Due to their luminous nature, the sun god Surya and the moon god 
Chandra noticed the switching of sides. They informed Mohini. But before 
the nectar could pass his throat, Mohini cut off his head with her divine 
discus, the Sudarshana Chakra.But as the nectar had gone down his 
throat he did not die. From that day, his head was called X and body was 
called Y. Later X and Y became planets.



What do the Norns do? Fate Goddesses

In Norse mythology, there are three Norns who live at the well Urd. Their 
names are Urd “past”, Verdani “present” and Skuld “future”. They occur in 
other mythologies as well. In Roman mythology, their counterparts are 
called Parcae.

The Three Witches in Macbeth are also said to represent them.



Fenrir
In both the Poetic Edda and Prose Edda, X is the father of the wolves Sköll and 
Hati Hróðvitnisson, is a son of Loki, and is foretold to kill the god Odin during the 
events of Ragnarök, but will in turn be killed by Odin's son Víðarr. 

Then is fulfilled Hlín's
second sorrow,
when Óðinn goes
to fight with the wolf,
and Beli's slayer,
bright, against Surtr.
Then shall Frigg's
sweet friend fall.

A character in the Harry Potter series derives his name from X.



Valkyrie
The creators of Wonder Woman had no interest in proving an actual link to the past. In some 
parts of the academic world, however, the historical existence of the Amazons, or any 
matriarchal society, has long been a raging issue. The origins of the debate can be traced 
back to a Swiss law professor and classical scholar named Johann Jakob Bachofen. In 1861 
Bachofen published his radical thesis that the Amazons were not a myth but a fact. In his 
view, humanity started out under the rule of womankind and only switched to patriarchy at 
the dawn of civilization. Despite his admiration for the earth-mother women/priestesses who 
once held sway, Bachofen believed that the domination of men was a necessary step toward 
progress. Women “only know of the physical life,” he wrote. “The triumph of patriarchy brings 
with it the liberation of the spirit from the manifestations of nature.”
It comes as no surprise that the composer Richard Wagner was enthralled by Bachofen’s 
writings. Brünnhilde and her fellow __________ could be easily mistaken for flying Amazons.



Chamunda

Ashtamatrikas:

Brahmani (Brahma), Vaishnavi (Vishnu), Maheshwari (Mahesh), Indrani 
(Indra), Kaumari (Kumara), Varahi (Varaha), X (Devi), Narasimhi 
(Narasimha)



Noah (flood myth)

Utnapishtim (Babylonian)
Manu (Hindu)
Deucalion (Greek)
X (Biblical)



Descent to the underworld

X is a mytheme of comparative mythology found in a diverse number of 
religions from around the world, including Christianity. The hero or upper-
world deity journeys to the Y and returns, often with a quest-object or a 
loved one, or with heightened knowledge. The ability to enter the Y while 
still alive, and to return, is a proof of the classical hero's exceptional status 
as more than mortal. In Greek mythology, one such hero is Odysseus. 



Anansi

In the Marvel Comics series The Amazing Spider-Man volume 2 (2003), it 
is revealed by Ezekiel (comics) that __________ was the first Spider-Man. 
Once there were no stories in the world. The Sky-God, Nyame, had them 
all. _________ went to Nyame and asked how much they would cost to 
buy.
Ultimately, __________ sold himself to Nyame the sky-god in return for 
wisdom, and passed his knowledge on to spiders.



What is the function of Bahamut? Holding up the world

Bahamut or Bahamoot is a vast fish in Arabian mythology. In some 
sources, Bahamut is described as having a head resembling a 
hippopotamus or elephant.
Atlas is a rough analogue of Bahamut in Greek mythology and in general 
corresponds to the World Turtle Mytheme.



Lyre

As a mere babe, Hermes exhibited an extraordinary faculty for cunning and 
dissimulation; in fact, he was a thief from his cradle, for, not many hours after his 
birth, we find him creeping stealthily out of the cave in which he was born, in order 
to steal some oxen belonging to his brother Apollo, who was at this time feeding 
the flocks of Admetus. But he had not proceeded very far on his expedition before 
he found a tortoise, which he killed, and, stretching a few strings across the empty 
shell, invented a/an ______________. When he had sufficiently amused himself 
with the invention, he placed it in his cradle, and then resumed his journey to 
Pieria, where the cattle of Admetus were grazing to steal them.

This instrument was later bartered for Apollo’s oxen (that he successfully stole) 
and saved him from Apollo’s wrath. 



Ship of Theseus
According to Plutarch, the ship X used on his return from Crete to Athens was kept 
in the Athenian harbor as a memorial for several centuries.

The ship had to be maintained in a seaworthy state, for, in return for X's 
successful mission, the Athenians had pledged to honour Apollo every year 
henceforth. Thus, the Athenians sent a religious mission to the island of Delos 
(one of Apollo's most sacred sanctuaries) on the Athenian state galley – the ship 
itself – to pay their fealty to the god. To preserve the purity of the occasion, no 
executions were permitted between the time when the religious ceremony began 
to when the ship returned from Delos, which took several weeks.

To preserve the ship, any wood that wore out or rotted was replaced. This gave 
rise to a philosophical question that is famously known as ________________.



The oldest known depiction of X,
a giant helps Merlin build X.

Stonehenge



What does this Schumann 
inspired graffiti depict?

Defection of Schumann,
crossing of Berlin wall



The ___________ of 1884–85, regulated European colonization and trade 
in Africa during the New Imperialism period, and coincided with 
Germany's sudden emergence as an imperial power. Called for by 
Portugal and organized by Otto von Bismarck, first Chancellor of 
Germany, its outcome, the General Act of the _____________, can be 
seen as the formalization of the Scramble for Africa. The conference 
ushered in a period of heightened colonial activity by European powers, 
which eliminated or overrode most existing forms of African autonomy and 
self-governance.

Berlin Conference



For Virginia to enter American War of Independence

Audio file

Identify the exact context of this speech. 

http://www.history.org/media/audio/Libordth_short.mp3
http://www.history.org/media/audio/Libordth_short.mp3


Tea

Effingham had but little influence in the State or the country at that time, but in his place in 
the house of Peers, although unpractised in public speaking made a speech of considerable 
eloquence and great energy, which made a powerful impression on those present.

It was this intense and fellow feeling for the Colonists of the American province which 
coincided with the erection, very early in the course of the war of independence, of the 
memorial destined by Effingham to commemorate the events which deprived England of one 
of its most important possessions and established the independence of America and on 
which Effingham bestowed the name Boston Castle.

By some called a shooting lodge and by others a rural retreat, Boston Castle was the scene 
of many parties hosted by Effingham and his Countess. Their guests were plenteously 
regaled with wine and punch, but ___________ was here anathematized and forbidden.



Rosetta Stone

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the first figurative use of the term 
appeared in the 1902 edition of the Encyclopædia Britannica relating to an entry 
on the chemical analysis of glucose. An almost literal use of the phrase appears in 
popular fiction within H. G. Wells' 1933 novel The Shape of Things to Come, 
where the protagonist finds a manuscript written in shorthand that provides a key 
to understanding additional scattered material that is sketched out in both 
longhand and on typewriter. Perhaps its most important and prominent usage in 
scientific literature was Nobel laureate Theodor W. Hänsch's reference in a 1979 
Scientific American article on spectroscopy where he says that "the spectrum of 
the hydrogen atoms has proved to be the __________ of modern physics: once 
this pattern of lines had been deciphered much else could also be understood."



Dancing Girl

In 1973, British archaeologist Mortimer Wheeler described 
something/someone in this manner:

"She's about fifteen years old I should think, not more, but she stands 
there with bangles all the way up her arm and nothing else on. A girl 
perfectly, for the moment, perfectly confident of herself and the world. 
There's nothing like her, I think, in the world."



Yellow River

Before modern dams came to China, _________ was extremely prone to flooding. In the 
2,540 years before A.D. 1946, __________ has been reckoned to have flooded 1,593 times, 
shifting its course 26 times noticeably and nine times severely. These floods include some of 
the deadliest natural disasters ever recorded. Before modern disaster management, when 
floods occurred, some of the population might initially die from drowning but then many more 
would suffer from the ensuing famine and spread of diseases.
Historical documents from the Spring and Autumn period and Qin Dynasty indicate that 
____________ at that time flowed considerably north of its present course. 
The river left these paths in 602 BC and shifted completely south of the Shandong 
Peninsula. Sabotage of dikes, canals, and reservoirs and deliberate flooding of rival states 
became a standard military tactic during the Warring States period.





Identify the orange region.

Phoenicia



X was a Phoenician city-state. During the 7th to 3rd centuries BC, its 
sphere of influence, the so-called Y, extended over much of the coast of 
North Africa as well as substantial parts of coastal Iberia and the islands 
of the western Mediterranean.
The city, called Qart-ḥadašt (New City) in the Phoenician language, was 
founded in 814 BC. A dependency of the Phoenician state of Tyre at the 
time, X gained independence around 650 BC and established its political 
hegemony over other Phoenician settlements throughout the western 
Mediterranean, this lasting until the end of the 3rd century BC. At the 
height of the city's prominence, it was a major hub of trade with trading 
stations extending throughout the region.

Carthage



War Elephant

A X was an animal trained and guided by humans for combat. Their main 
use was to charge the enemy, breaking their ranks and instilling terror. 
They were first employed in India, the practice spreading out across 
south-east Asia and westwards into the Mediterranean. Their most 
famous use in the West was by the Greek general Pyrrhus of Epirus and 
in significant numbers by the armies of Carthage.



SPQR

X is an acronym of a Latin phrase, referring to the government of the 
ancient Roman Republic, and used as an official emblem of the modern-
day comune (municipality) of Rome. It appears on coins, at the end of 
documents made public by inscription in stone or metal, in dedications of 
monuments and public works, and was emblazoned on the standards of 
the Roman legions.
The phrase appears countless times in Roman political, legal and 
historical literature, including the speeches of Cicero and the Ab urbe 
condita libri ("Books from the Founding of the City") of Titus Livius (Livy).



Iberia

X is located in the southwest corner of Europe and is divided among four states: 
Spain, Portugal, Andorra, and France; as well as Gibraltar, an overseas territory of 
the United Kingdom. With an area of approximately 582,000 km2 (225,000 sq mi), 
it is the third largest European peninsula, after the Scandinavian and Balkan 
peninsulas.
X served as the main source of manpower for the Carthaginian army, where a 
Roman expedition under Publius Cornelius Scipio Africanus Major took Carthago 
Nova by assault and ended Carthaginian rule over X in the Battle of Ilipa. The final 
showdown was the Battle of Zama in Africa between Scipio Africanus and Y, 
resulting in the latter's defeat and the imposition of harsh peace conditions on 
Carthage, which ceased to be a major power and became a Roman client-state.



Give me the name of the war: Second Punic War

The war was to a considerable extent initiated by Rome but is marked by 
X's surprising overland journey and his costly crossing of the Alps, 
followed by his reinforcement by Gallic allies and crushing victories over 
Roman armies in the Battle of the Trebia and the giant ambush at 
Trasimene. In the following year (216), X's army defeated the Romans 
again, this time in southern Italy at Cannae. In consequence of these 
defeats, many Roman allies went over to Carthage, prolonging the war in 
Italy for over a decade.



Connect: Hannibal




