
Lit Quiz



1) First attempt at making a quiz

2) It might suck

3) I am only slightly shorter than the quiz is, sorry

4) I won’t pass up an opportunity to be God, so yes, I am God(ess?)



Pounce/ Written



1. Dr. Devil and Mr. Hare

The video clip references X. Hold your horses, there’s more. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MmuBOe0UcEw


X is not dead, he’s just really hard to find
He wasn’t clever at all: he merely told
the unhappy Present to recite the Past
     like a poetry lesson till sooner
   or later it faltered at the line where

long ago the accusations had begun,
and suddenly knew by whom it had been judged,
     how rich life had been and how silly,
   and was life-forgiven and more humble,

able to approach the Future as a friend
without a wardrobe of excuses, without
     a set mask of rectitude or an 
   embarrassing over-familiar gesture.

The same X is being referenced 
in the poem by Y. 

20 points for X. Bonus 25 for Y. 



Big Head Looking Right 

Drawn With A Nice Big 

Graphite Crayon On B2 

Sized Paper.



X- Sigmund Freud

Y- W.H. Auden



Another Cartoons Ref 
The next slide has another clip from ‘From A to Z-Z-Z-Z’, a 1954 cartoon, which 

references a short story X by Y. The cartoon is about a little boy Ralph, who is prone to 

daydreaming. 

X was also made into a 2014 film of the same name.

ID X and Y.

(+40)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AicN2vezy_k


Another Big Head But 

Looking Left Also Drawn 

With A Nice Big Graphite 

Crayon On B2 Sized Paper.



The Secret Life of Walter Mitty - James Thurber



Connect (+20)





Right- Lewis Carroll

Left- Alice Liddell, the little girl who inspired him to write Alice in Wonderland



ID the incarcerated (while he wrote these) author of these works
 (+30/+30 bonus for the titles)

a)

Love does not traffic in a marketplace, 
nor use a huckster's scales. Its joy, like 
the joy of the intellect, is to feel itself 
alive. The aim of Love is to love: no 
more, and no less. You were my enemy: 
such an enemy as no man ever had. I 
had given you all my life, and to gratify 
the lowest and most contemptible of all 
human passions, hatred and vanity and 
greed, you had thrown it away. In less 
than three years you had entirely ruined 
me in every point of view. For my own 
sake there was nothing for me to do but 
to love you.

b)

...I only knew what hunted thought
  Quickened his step, and why
He looked upon the garish day 
  With such a wistful eye;
The man had killed the thing he loved
  And so he had to die.

Yet each man kills the thing he loves
  By each let this be hear.
Some do it with a bitter look. 
  Some with a flattering word. 
The coward does it with a kiss.
  The brave man with a sword





Oscar Wilde

a) De Profundis

b) The Ballad of Reading Gaol



X was a children’s detective novel series 
created by Robert Arthur in 1964; he wrote the 
first couple of books and then edited the rest of 
the books till 1987, when the series ended. It 
was Arthur’s idea to have Y as a patron of the 
series, calling it ‘Y and X’. Arthur felt, using Y’s 
name would attract more attention to the 
series. Y introduced each case, and called the 
detectives in, to set them off on new 
adventures. Hint: Y was a Hollywood director 
and producer of fame.

ID X and Y. (+40 points)





X- The Three Investigators

Y- Alfred Hitchcock



ID book where these lines appear, and author: (+30 book/+10 author)

Renoir was an anti-Semite. 
Adrienne Rich’s husband committed suicide.
Kant almost certainly died a virgin.

At Protagonist’s age, how long before one realises that more of the people one had known 
anywhere are now in fact dead than alive? 

Edith Wharton was an anti-Semite.
Hannibal committed suicide.
Kipling was an anti-Semite. 
Voltaire was illegitimate. 

Note: this is not a direct quote, but pretty much encompasses the writing style throughout 
the book. 





Reader’s Block - David Markson



Faces look ugly… 
Algerian journalist, X, recently reworked a famous novel, Y, by Z. 

Quoting X: 

“The first knew how to tell his story to the point where everyone forgot about his 
crime, whereas the second was a poor illiterate whom God created only, it seems, 
to receive a bullet and return to dust, an unknown without the time even for a 
name.”

X also said that his novel is an homage to Y, by Z, but reads more like a rebuke. 

ID X, Y and Z. (30/20/20) 





X- Kamel Daoud

Y- The Stranger

Z- Albert Camus



+30 for X/Bonus +20 if you ID the work
This panel, from ‘The 

Unwritten’, by Mike 

Carey, references X, an 

author of renown. 

Before he started 

writing children’s 

stories, his work mainly 

pandered to the 

propagation of the 

British Empire.  One 

such verse of his is 

visible in the panel. ID 

X. 





X- Rudyard Kipling

Hymn to Imperialism



La route est dure
X was intended to be a tetralogy, by Y, but was left incomplete. The first two novels of the 
series were met with great praise by the general public and mixed reviews by the critics. The 
third book, however, was said to “represent the exhaustion of Y’s literary creativity”. Though 
Y claimed to be unaffected by public opinion, it is believed he did not go through with the 
fourth volume because of the above critique. 

BBC came up with a 13-episode dramatisation of X, first broadcasted in 1970, once again in 
1976. Strangely, it has never appeared on DVD, or any internet resource since then, in spite 
of its popularity. The British Film Institute screened the series in 2012 to a limited audience, 
reviving interest in the series, however, BBC has maintained a stony silence. The next slide 
shows the cover of BBC, announcing the release of X, and an additional hint. ID X (the 3 
books and the name of the series) and Y. (+20 points each for whatever you name) 







X - The Roads to Freedom: The Age of Reason; Iron in the Soul; The Reprieve

Y- Jean-Paul Sartre



Yin to your yin (+20/-10)
ETA Hoffmann did it first. 

Then Dostoevsky. 

Otto Rank thought to make a study of it. 

Freud thought it was uncanny. 

Richard Ayoade and Avi Korine showed us what it would be like. 

Give me two words to encompass all of the above. 





The Double



"The more constraints one imposes, the more one frees oneself of the chains that 
shackle the spirit... the arbitrariness of the constraint only serves to obtain precision 
of execution."

Igor Stravinsky

The next slide contains an example of a particular example of a style of constrained writing 
invented by Jean Lescure, member of a French Society of writers and mathematicians, who 
explore such alternative forms of writing. 

Identify the constraint. (+30 points)

Bonus 20 for naming the society. 



The Genesis Poem (christened by me, not important) 

And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 

And Gold said, Let there be lighting: and there was lighting.

And Golf said, Let there be likelihood: and there was likelihood. 

And Goodness said, Let there be limb: and there was limb. 

And Goods said, Let there be limit: and there was limit. 

And Gospel said, Let there be limitation: and there was limitation. 

And Government said, Let there be line: and there was line. 

And Governor said, Let there be link: and there was link. 





N+7 Poetry

Society: OULIPO : Ouvroir de Littérature Potentielle, or Workshop of Potential 
Literature



Connect… (+20/-10)



...





The Endless, from Sandman, by Neil Gaiman



ID Book and Author (+20) 





A Clockwork Orange - Anthony Burgess 



Dissociation...
X is brimming with disaffected wanderers, paranoids, megalomaniacs, amnesiacs, frightened children, 
nameless ciphers, and, in one story, cannibals. In these strange stories, Y expertly navigates through the 
mind’s dark interstices, the gnarling strands of the troubled consciousness. These are stories about 
childhood terrors and fragmented families, about mental breakdowns and post-apocalyptic upheavals, 
about dissolution, devolution, and paralysis. These are disturbing stories where dissociative states are the 
norm, and where, as one of Y’s troubled characters reflects, “Anything can happen: anything. Or nothing. 
Who can say? The world is monstrous, is made that way, and in the end consumes us all.”

Another signal of these disturbing feelings in X is Y’s almost rhythmic use of the word “dread.” The book 
itself is a literary X-1 with dread as its recurring theme, the single compositional device that’s been 
elaborated and interwoven throughout its pages. There is the “dread of meetings” in “Mudder Tongue.” 
The collection’s short comic story is titled “Dread.” And the company in “Wander” is “filled…with dread” 
after finding “strange figures: human in size and shape, but with their limbs and bodies odd and 
misshapen, as if the shadows of monsters had been torn from them to become immobile and fixed.”



This illustration accompanied one of the 

reviews of X in the LA Times. 

ID X and Y. 

(+30: 20+10) 





X- Fugue State

Y- Brian Evenson



ID
X (1999) is a collection of short stories by Y, some of which are entitled X. 

X #6 appeared in The Paris Review in 1997, for which Y was awarded the Aga 
Khan Prize for Fiction. 

John Krasinski adapted X into a pretty bad film around 2009.  

Y is better known for his 1996 ‘encyclopedic’ novel, over 1000 pages long with 388 
endnotes. That novel revolves around entertainment, drugs, tennis, and USA-
Canada relationships. 

An instance of X’s strange and highly original narrative is on the next slide.

(X- +30, Y- +15)



And yet I did not fall in love with her until she had related the story of the unbelievably horrifying incident in 
which she was brutally accosted and held captive and raped and very nearly killed.

Q.

You would be surprised.

Q.

The sort of glorious girl whose kiss tastes of liquor when she’s had no liquor to drink. Cassis, berries, 
gumdrops, all steamy and soft. Quote unquote.

Q. . . . 

I note with interest that now you are interrupting me to ask the same questions I was interrupting her to 
ask, which is precisely the sort of convergence of—

Q. 





X- Brief Interviews with Hideous Men

Y- David Foster Wallace



ID the book by the chapter names 

+20/-5



Easy
KICKING – – * The Skag Boys, Jean-Claude Van Damme and Mother Superior

RELAPSING – – * Scotland Takes Drugs in Psychic Defense

KICKING AGAIN – – * Inter Shitty

BLOWING IT__* Courting Disaster

EXILE – – * London Crawling

HOME – – * Easy Money for the Professionals

EXIT – – * Station to Station



Hints: 132 pages, paperback (translated), it will help to take the underlined chapter titles 
literally, also, was adapted into a good film in 2007
1. The Wheelchair
2. Prayer
3. Bathtime
4. The Alphabet
5. The Empress
6. Cinecitta
7. Tourists
8. The Sausage
9. Guardian Angel

10. The Photo
11. Yet Another Coincidence
12. The Dream 

13. Voice Offstage
14. My Lucky Day
15. Our Very Own Madonna
16. Through a Glass, Darkly
17. Paris
18. The Vegetable
19. Outing
20. Twenty to One
21. The Duck Hunt
22. Sunday
23. The Ladies of Hong Kong
24. The Message
25. At the Wax Museum
26. The Mythmaker
27. “A Day in the Life” 
28. Season of Renewal



Long book, famous for winning an exalted prize...
1) Mercury in Sagittarius
2) Jupiter in Sagittarius
3) Midnight Dawns in Scorpio
4) Moon in Taurus, Waxing
5) Sun in Capricorn
6) Medium Coeli/Imum Coeli
7) True Node in Virgo 
8) Conjunctions
9) Ecliptic

10)  Aries in the Third House
11) The Lesser Malefic
12)  Cardinal Earth
13)  A Month Without A Moon

14) Nga Potiki A Rehua / The Children of Antares 
15) The Greater Malefic
16) Equinox
17) First Point of Aries
18) Venus Is A Morning Star
19) Exalted in Aries
20) The House of Many Wishes
21) Crux
22) Combust
23) Mercury Sets 





Trainspotting - Irvine Welsh

Diving Bell and the Butterfly - Jean-Dominique Bauby

The Luminaries - Eleanor Catton



All the world’s a stage...
ID the following plays based on the excerpts. 

+30 points



1)

[She continues to laugh. Blanche comes around the corner, currying a valise. She looks at a slip of paper, 
then at the building, then again at the slip and again at the building. Her expression is one of shocked 
disbelief. Her appearance is incongruous to this setting. She is daintily dressed in a white suit with a fluffy 
bodice, necklace and earrings of pearl, white gloves and hat, looking as if she were arriving at a summer 
tea or cocktail party in the garden district. She is about five years older than Stella. Her delicate beauty 
must avoid a strong light. There is something about her uncertain manner, as well as her white clothes, 
that suggests a moth.] 

EUNICE [finally]: 

What's the matter, honey? Are you lost? 

BLANCHE [with faintly hysterical humor]: 

They told me to take X, and then transfer to one called Cemeteries and ride six blocks and get off at--
Elysian Fields! 



2) 

Jack. [Moving to sofa and kneeling upon it.] My dear fellow, what on earth is there in that? Some aunts are 
tall, some aunts are not tall. That is a matter that surely an aunt may be allowed to decide for herself. You 
seem to think that every aunt should be exactly like your aunt! That is absurd! For Heaven's sake give me 
back my cigarette case. [Follows Algernon round the room.]

Algernon. Yes. But why does your aunt call you her uncle? 'From little Cecily, with her fondest love to her 
dear Uncle Jack.' There is no objection, I admit, to an aunt being a small aunt, but why an aunt, no matter 
what her size may be, should call her own nephew her uncle, I can't quite make out. Besides, your name 
isn't Jack at all; it is X.

Jack. It isn't X; it's Jack.

Algernon. You have always told me it was X. I have introduced you to every one as X. You answer to the 
name of X. You look as if your name was X. You are the most earnest-looking person I ever saw in my 
life. It is perfectly absurd your saying that your name isn't Ernest. It's on your cards. Here is one of them. 
[Taking it from case.] 'Mr. X Worthing, B. 4, The Albany.' I'll keep this as a proof that your name is X if ever 
you attempt to deny it to me, or to Gwendolen, or to any one else. [Puts the card in his pocket.]



3)

LINDA: Take an aspirin. Should I get you an aspirin? It’ll soothe you. 

WILLY (with wonder): I was driving along, you understand? And I was fine. I was 
even observing the scenery. You can imagine, me looking at scenery, on the road 
every week of my life. But it’s so beautiful up there, Linda, the trees are so thick, 
and the sun is warm. I opened the windshield and just let the warm air bathe over 
me. And then all of a sudden I’m goin’ off the road! I’m tellin’ya, I absolutely forgot 
I was driving. If I’d’ve gone the other way over the white line I might’ve killed 
somebody. So I went on again — and five minutes later I’m dreamin’ again, and I 
nearly... (He presses two fingers against his eyes.) I have such thoughts, I have 
such strange thoughts. 



4) 

G: (very quietly) Never mind, Martha. 

M: AWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW! 

G: Just don’t bother yourself.... 

M: AWWWWWWWWW! (no reaction) Hey! (no reaction) HEY! (George looks at 
her, putupon.) Hey. (She sings.) X, X-3, X-3... Ha, ha, ha, HA! (no reaction.) What’
s the matter... didn’t you think that was funny? Hunh? (Defiantly) I thought it was a 
scream... a real scream. You didn’t like it, hunh? 

G: it was all right, Martha...





Streetcar Named Desire - Tenessee Williams

The Importance of Being Earnest - Oscar Wilde

Death of a Salesman - Arthur Miller

Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? - Edward Albee



Lit Illustrated 
(+30 points) 



1...





2...









3...







4...







1. Breakfast at Tiffany’s - Truman Capote

2. Finnegan’s Wake - James Joyce

3. Treasure Island - Robert Louis Stevenson

4. Fahrenheit 451 - Ray Bradbury


