
sounds like fun on the bun!

LitQuiz



Note:
● This quiz has been hastily put together in under 

a week. I apologize for the dip in quality.
● Wikipedia has been assumed to be correct in 

the making of this quiz.
● Futurama jokes serve as filler slides in this quiz, 

keep an eye out for some easy chuckles.
● If you dislike the theme/questions, what I would 

encourage you to do is...





Prelims (+10/0)



ID the carriers IRL, Bonus for the drunk.

1.



2.

 “I suppose it's like the ticking crocodile, isn't it? 
Time is chasing after all of us.”
Who about what?



3.

Id the guy in black 
and the comic



4.

According to X, the idea for the title occurred to 
him while he lay drunk in a field in Innsbruck, 
Austria, gazing at the stars. He was carrying a 
copy of Y to get around, and it occurred to him 
that "somebody ought to write a Z". He later 
said that the constant repetition of this 
anecdote had obliterated his memory of the 
actual event.
Just gimme X or Z



5.

ID.



6. 
● Z hits Y with a baseball bat and Y uses an ax / Z hits Y with a wine 

bottle and Z uses a croquet Mallet.
● Unimportant twin boilers / 1 very important boiler.
● Z mentions the Donner Party and cannibalism / Y mentions the 

Donner Party and cannibalism.
● Y drags Z to the storeroom and X is not present / X and Y, 

together, drag Z to the storeroom.
● Z that has the dream before Z and Y see X, after X’s beat up, at the 

bottom of the stairs / Y is having a dream before Y sees X standing, 
after X’s beat up, at the top of the stairs.

● X saves himself by deception / X saves himself by being truthful.

Part of a long, long list, ID.



7.
Easy one, ID the two people in the photo.



8.

X was asked if, for his final Y strip, Z would finally get to 
kick that certain football after so many decades. His 
response, "Oh, no. Definitely not. I couldn't have Z kick that 
football; that would be a terrible disservice to him after 
nearly half a century." Yet, in a December 1999 interview, 
holding back tears, he recounted the moment when he 
signed the panel of his final strip, saying, “All of a sudden I 
thought, 'You know, that poor, poor kid, he never even got 
to kick the football. What a dirty trick — he never had a 
chance to kick the football.'”
ID.



9.
Strictly speaking, a X is "a problematic situation for which the 
only solution is denied by a circumstance inherent in the problem 
or by a rule." For example, losing something is typically a 
conventional problem; to solve it, one looks for the lost item until 
one finds it. But if the thing lost is one's glasses, one can't see to 
look for them - a X. A few more examples: If the lights are out in 
a room, one can't see to find the light switch. If one locks one's 
keys in one's car, it is not possible to unlock the car to retrieve 
them. If one lacks work experience, one cannot get a job to gain 
experience. If one doesn't have money, one can't invest to make 
money. The term "X" is also used more broadly to mean a tricky 
problem or a no-win or absurd situation.
ID X.



10.



11.
ID the book series originally containing these 
illustrations/characters.



12.

One of the Simpsons’ best episodes, Das Bus tells the tale of 
how Bart, Lisa and other children are stranded on an island and 
are forced to work together and learn to function as a society. 
They also kill a boar and eat it to survive. Answer this badly 
framed question by naming the book whose plot they have 
adapted here.



13.



14. Cognitive Dissonance
Six months prior to the beginning of the plot of Spec Ops: The Line, the worst series of 
dust storms in recorded history began across Dubai Colonel John Konrad, the decorated 
but post-traumatic stress disorder-troubled commander of the fictional "Damned 33rd" 
Infantry Battalion of the United States Army, was returning home with his unit from 
Afghanistan when the storms struck. Konrad volunteered the Damned 33rd to help the 
relief efforts, then deserted with the entire unit when ordered to abandon the city and its 
refugees.
Two weeks before the beginning of the game, a looped radio signal penetrated the sand 
wall of Dubai. Its message was brief; “This is Colonel John Konrad, United States Army. 
Attempted evacuation of Dubai ended in complete failure. Death toll: too many.” The 
United States military decides to covertly send in a three-man Delta Force team to carry 
out reconnaissance. The team are told to confirm the statuses of Konrad and any 
survivors, then radio for extraction.

Name the novella this game draws inspiration from.



15.

ID. Bonus for 
explanation.





Answers:
1. Goscinny and Uderzo, Bonus: Pierre Tchernia
2. J.M. Barrie about Peter Pan
3. Marvel 1602, Gaiman
4. THHGTTG, Douglas Adams
5. What pet should I get, Dr. Seuss
6. Differences between the film and book versions of The Shining
7. Mark Twain and Nikola Tesla
8. Peanuts, Charles Schulz, Charlie brown
9. Catch-22

10. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
11. Noddy, actual dolls from that era
12. Lord of the Flies
13. Euphemism
14. Heart of Darkness, Joseph Konrad
15. E.A.Poe, Poe toaster



Infinite Pounce (+20/-10, +10/0)



Sailing to Byzantium
-W. B. Yeats, 1865 - 1939
____ __ __ ______ ___ ___ ___. The young
In one another’s arms, birds in the trees
—Those dying generations—at their song,
The salmon-falls, the mackerel-crowded seas,
Fish, flesh, or fowl, commend all summer long
Whatever is begotten, born, and dies.
Caught in that sensual music all neglect
Monuments of unageing intellect.

First stanza of the poem. 
Fill in the blanks.





That is no country for old men, where the film 
title comes from.



ID the classic novel.

Weaboo? I prefer ironic otaku 
hipster, thank you very much.







Last of the Mohicans



Id the poem.





Clair de Lune, Paul Verlaine.



It’s like that drug trip I saw in that 
movie while I was on a drug trip.
ID the poet.

I Got Stoned And I Missed It

I was sitting in my basement.
I just rolled myself a taste
Of something green and gold and glorious
To get me through the day.
Then my friend yelled through the transom
"Grab your coat and get your hat son,
There's a nut down on the corner,
Givin' dollar bills away"

But I laid around a bit
Then I had another hit.
Then I rolled myself a bauma.
Then I thought about my mama.
Then I fooled around, played around
jacked around a while and then

I got stoned and I missed it.
I got stoned and I missed it.
I got stoned and it rolled right by.
I got stoned and I missed it.
I got stoned and I missed it.
I got stoned... oh me... oh my.



The Greatest Smokeoff

In the laid back California town of sunny San Rafael
Lived a girl named Pearly Sweetcake, you prob'ly knew her well.
She'd been stoned fifteen of her eighteen years and the story was widely told
That she could smoke 'em faster than anyone could roll.
Her legend finally reached New York, that Grove Street walk-up flat
Where dwelt The Calistoga Kid, a beatnik from the past
With long browned lightnin' fingers he takes a cultured toke
And says, Hell, I can roll ‘em faster, Jim, than any chick can smoke!
So a note gets sent to San Rafael, For the Championship of the World
The Kid demands a smoke off!? "Well, bring him on!" says Pearl,
"I'll grind his fingers off his hands, he'll roll until he drops!"
Says Calistog, "I'll smoke that twist till she blows up and pops!
So they rent out Yankee Stadium and the word is quickly spread
"Come one, come all, who walk or crawl, price just two lids a head
And from every town and hamlet, over land and sea they speed
The world's greatest dopers, with the Worlds greatest weed
Hashishers from Morocco, hemp smokers from Peru
And the Shamnicks from Bagun who puff the deadly Pugaroo
And those who call it Light of Life and those that call it boo.





Shel Silverstein, a lot of his poetry was 
published in Playboy, this is some of it.



This image is cited as the inspiration for 
something in the world of literature. ID.





The cowardly lion in The wizard of Oz, which 
actually contained a lot of political satire.



Deja vu

Ligne claire (French for "clear line") is a style of drawing. It 
uses clear strong lines of uniform importance. Artists 
working in it do not use hatching, while contrast is 
downplayed as well. Cast shadows are often illuminated 
while a uniformity of line is used throughout, paying equal 
attention to every element depicted. Additionally, the style 
often features strong colours and a combination of 
cartoonish characters against a realistic background. All 
these elements together can result in giving strips drawn 
this way a flat aspect. The name was coined by Joost 
Swarte in 1977. 
Where have you seen this before?







The major pioneer of this style is Herge, and 
the best known example is Tintin.



ID the literary topos
(trope) and tell me 
where you might 
find it, in literature
& otherwise(bonus)





This is the hero monomyth, introduced by 
Joseph Campbell in his book The Hero with a 
Thousand Faces. The version seen here is Dan 
Harmon’s adaptation of the trope for 
Community. You can find this trope being 
heavily used in a lot of other stories too, like 
Star Wars and The Matrix



X makes anything sound cool.

X is a murder mystery play by Agatha Christie. X opened in 
the West End of London in 1952, and has been running 
continuously since then. It has by far the longest initial run of 
any play in history, with its 25,000th performance taking place 
on 18 November 2012. The origin of the name is this: In 
Shakespeare's play Hamlet, X is Hamlet's answer to 
Claudius's inquiry about the name of the play whose prologue 
and first scene the court has just observed (III, ii). The play is 
actually The Murder of Gonzago, but Hamlet answers 
metaphorically, since "the play's the thing" in which he intends 
to "catch the conscience of the king."
ID X





The Mousetrap



ID the famous story 
being told by 
these ukiyo-e prints.
More on the next slide.

It’s not anime, 
I swear.







Journey to the west, the classic chinese novel. 
A major influence on Dragon Ball Z, to make it 
more relatable



X: You can't DO that! 
Y: It's only a transfiguration; an animagus transformation, to be exact— 
X: You turned into a cat! A SMALL cat! You violated Conservation of Energy! 
That's not just an arbitrary rule, it's implied by the form of the quantum 
Hamiltonian! Rejecting it destroys unitarity and then you get FTL signaling! And 
cats are COMPLICATED! A human mind can't just visualize a whole cat's 
anatomy and, and all the cat biochemistry, and what about the neurology? How 
can you go on thinking using a cat-sized brain? 
Y: Magic. 
X: Magic isn't enough to do that! You'd have to be a god! 
Y: ...that's the first time I've been called that.

Dialogue from a brilliant fan-fic series that ended on March 14th (Pi day) this 
year, X’s first encounter with magic. 

ID X and Y. Bonus for naming the series





Harry and Mcgonagall
Harry Potter and the Methods of Rationality 



To destroy all you’ve done
The author of this book maintained that the book is 
not about censorship, but rather about how the rise 
of cheap entertainment in the form of Television 
can mean the end of books as we know them
He hated it when others told him what his stories 
mean, and once walked out of a guest lecture at 
UCLA where students insisted his book was about 
government censorship.
ID.





Fahrenheit 451, Bradbury



If you haven’t watched Ghibli yet, 
whose loss is that?
Hayao Miyazaki, this film's director and writer, said his inspiration was 
the story "X" but his inspiration was more abstract than a story
Y's name is an onomatopoeia, based on Miyazaki's idea of what a "soft, 
squishy softness" sounds like when touched Some of the setting and 
story was affected by Richard Wagner's opera Die Walküre. The music 
also makes reference to Wagner's opera.
Miyazaki was intimately involved with the hand-drawn animation in Y. 
He preferred to draw the sea and waves himself, and enjoyed 
experimenting with how to express this important part of the film. The 
level of detailed drawing present in the film resulted in 170,000 
separate images—a record for a Miyazaki film.

ID.





The little mermaid, Ponyo



Futurama Lit References Round (+10/0)



1.



2.



3. Planet Chapek-9



4.



5.



6.



7.
Mystic Aldermen of the Sun: Thank you for your heroism Earth Robot. 
You have saved your planet from becoming a lifeless ball of fire. You are 
now the greatest hero in Earth’s history.
Bender: Yes! Suck it _________!



8.



9.



10.





1. The pit and the pendulum, (Poe)
2. Cat’s Cradle (Kurt Vonnegut)
3. The word robot comes from Capek’s play 

Rossum’s Universal Robots
4. Make Room Make Room (Harry Harrison)
5. Othello (Shakespeare)
6. Gift of the Magi (O’Henry)
7. The Epic of Gilgamesh
8. Dune (Frank Herbert)
9. I Robot, Asimov (duh)

10. Dickens (Tiny Tim and Oliver Twist)



Infinite Pounce (+20/-10, +10/0)



A common theme in many classical paintings, 
ID the story/ painting





The Death of Dido, from the Aeneid



You Freud, me Jane?

A joke psychological study on the 
neurodevelopmental disorders in this series 
provided a diagnosis of several characters in it 
as follows on the next slide. ID the series.







Winnie the Pooh by A.A. Milne



The X are a voluminous body of literature native to India concerning the 
previous births of Gautama Buddha. These are the stories that tell 
about the previous lives of the Buddha (Bodhisattvas), in both human 
and animal form. The future Buddha may appear in them as a king, an 
outcast, a god, an elephant—but, in whatever form, he exhibits some 
virtue that the tale thereby inculcates. Some of them are:
● The Ass in the Lion's Skin 
● The Cock and the Cat 
● The Crab and the Crane
● The Elephant Girly-Face
● The Jackal & the Crow 
● The King's White Elephant
● The Lion and the Woodpecker
● The Measure of Rice
● The Merchant of Seri





The Jataka tales



This book, titled X, is laid out as a 999-line poem called X, written by 
a fictional author, and presented alongside annotations written by a 
fictional editor and friend of the author. The plot of the novel is laid 
out in these annotations, which discuss both men's slightly nutty 
lives. Like the fact that they're haunted by a variety of ghosts, or that 
one of them might have been mistakenly killed by an assassin who 
was trying to kill the deposed king of a country called Zembla.
The plot is highly nonlinear and the annotations keep pointing back 
and forth which makes some people theorize that this is the first 
novel written in Y, making the author an early early pioneer of Y.
ID Y, double for X or the author. 





Pale Fire, Nabokov, Hypertext



Football Season is Over
No More Games. No More Bombs. No More Walking. No 
More Fun. No More Swimming. 67. That is 17 years past 
50. 17 more than I needed or wanted. Boring. I am always 
bitchy. No Fun – for anybody. 67. You are getting Greedy. 
Act your old age. Relax – This won’t hurt.

ID the author of this suicide note, a prolific sports writer.





Hunter S. Thompson



Run Forrest, Run.
X is a disorienting neurological condition that affects human perception. 
People experience micropsia, macropsia, pelopsia, teleopsia, or size 
distortion of other sensory modalities. It is often associated with 
migraines, brain tumors, and the use of psychoactive drugs. It can also 
be the initial symptom of the Epstein–Barr virus 
Anecdotal reports suggest that the symptoms are fairly common in 
childhood,with many people growing out of them in their teens. It 
appears that X is also a common experience at sleep onset, and has 
been known to commonly arise due to a lack of sleep. X can be caused 
by abnormal amounts of electrical activity causing abnormal blood flow 
in the parts of the brain that process visual perception and texture.

Find X





Alice in Wonderland Syndrome (AIWS)



Connect





All stories based on, or drawing from Faust



Hardcore questions, answer any one 
for full points.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zMzkZTzD4hg




Ray Bradbury and There will come Soft Rains,
OR Beowulf



How do you better 
know this book?







Meta is meta is meta is meta is meta
X is a book about a person reading a book called X. The book is 
told in interleaving chapters, with the odd-numbered chapters, 
about the person reading X, told in second person. The rest of 
the chapters, which you might expect to contain an actual story, 
are in fact 10 different first chapters of 10 completely different 
novels, which for various reasons the reader (you?) never got 
around to finishing. There is some structure, though, curious 
parallels and themes crossing over between the interleaved 
chapters.This conceit and structure is ideally suited to exploring 
the nature of the author/reader relationship, the motivations 
behind the writing process, and whether we as readers should 
trust authors not to jerk us around.
ID.





If on a Winter’s night a Traveller by Italo 
Calvino



This question brought to you by my 
hyperactive libido.

Where have you seen this image?







Country roads, take me home.
This town was created in September 1930, on Vijayadashami, an 
auspicious day to start new efforts. The town was created with an 
impeccable historical record, dating to the Ramayana days when it was 
noted that Lord Rama passed through; it was also said that the Buddha 
visited the town during his travels. It evolved with the changing political 
landscape of India. In the 1980s, when the nationalistic fervor in India 
dictated the changing of British names of towns and localities and 
removal of British landmarks, the mayor and city council removed the 
long-standing statue of Frederick Lawley, one of its early residents. 
However, when the Historical Societies showed proof that Lawley was 
strong in his support of the Indian independence movement, the council 
was forced to undo all their earlier actions.
ID this ever-changing yet evergreen town.





Malgudi



Webcomic Round (+10/0)

























1. Calvin and Hobbes
2. George Orwell
3. Catcher in the rye
4. Zelda and Scott Fitzgerald
5. Of Mice and men
6. Pip, Great Expectations
7. Chekhov's Gun
8. King Lear
9. Waiting for the other shoe to drop.

10. Jane Eyre



Connect (+10/0 for individual answers, Total 250 points)



+160/-80
Jeffrey Meyers sums up the significance of X: "[it] changed the history 
of world literature." Often cited as the first detective fiction story, the 
detective became the prototype for many future fictional detectives, 
including Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes and Agatha Christie's 
Hercule Poirot.
X also established many tropes that would become common elements 
in mystery fiction: the eccentric but brilliant detective, the bumbling 
constabulary, the first-person narration by a close personal friend. The 
author also portrays the police in an unsympathetic manner as a sort of 
foil to the detective. The author also initiates the storytelling device 
where the detective announces his solution and then explains the 
reasoning leading up to it. It is also the first locked room mystery in 
detective fiction.

ID the story.



+140/-70
Louis Vivet was born on February 12, 1863 to a young mother who worked as a 
prostitute, and beat and neglected him. After turning to crime at age eight, Vivet 
was sent to a house of corrections, where he was raised until the age of 18. 
While working on a farm at age 17, Vivet became paralyzed from the waist 
down due to severe trauma resulting from a viper wrapping itself around his 
hand, inducing psychosomatic paralysis. Vivet went on to work as a tailor 
during his paralysis, until 1 1/2 years later, when he suddenly regained the use 
of his legs and began walking. When confronted by the asylum (which had 
begun housing him upon his paralysis) regarding his newfound ability to walk, 
Vivet responded with confusion, not recognizing any of the hospital staff and 
accusing them of imprisoning him. He was then diagnosed with _________ 
(one of the first to have been thus diagnosed), and is cited as inspiration for a 
certain book. 
ID. Image on next slide.





+120/-60
The language of Shakespeare went "far beyond all other influences" upon this 
book, in that it made X discover his own full strength "through the challenge of 
the most abundant imagination in history." Especially the influence of King Lear 
and Macbeth has attracted scholarly attention. On almost every page debts to 
Shakespeare can be discovered, whether hard or easy to recognize. The "mere 
sounds, full of Leviathanism, but signifying nothing" at the end of Ch.32 echoes 
the famous phrase in Macbeth: "Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
Signifying nothing." The first extended speech Ch.36 is "virtually blank verse, 
and can be printed as such":
But look ye, Starbuck, what is said in heat,
That thing unsays itself. There are men
From whom warm words are small indignity.
I mean not to incense thee. Let it go.
Look! see yonder Turkish cheeks of spotted tawn--
Living, breathing pictures painted by the sun.
The pagan leopards--the unrecking and
Unworshipping things, that live; and seek and give
No reason for the torrid life they feel!



+100/-50

The original score for this film was composed by Hans 
Erdmann to be performed by an orchestra during the 
projection. However, most of the score has been lost as a 
result of a court order to destroy all copies of the film, and 
what remains is only a reconstitution of the score as it was 
played in 1922. This is why so many composers and 
musicians have written or improvised their own soundtrack 
to accompany the film. For example, James Bernard, 
composer of the soundtracks of many Hammer horror films 
in the late 1950s and 1960s, has written a score for a 
reissue.



+80/-40
X's name might be an allusion to Homer's Odyssey. In The Odyssey, Odysseus 
meets the monstrous cyclops Y during the course of his wanderings. Y asks 
Odysseus his name, and Odysseus replies that his name is "Utis" (ουτις), which 
translates as "No-man" or "No-body". In the Latin translation of the Odyssey, 
this pseudonym is rendered as "X", which in Latin also translates as "No-man" 
or "No-body". Many more parallels can also be drawn between X and 
Odysseus.
Id X, whose motto is given below. Bonus for Y



+60/-30



+40/-20



+20/-10

Russian writer Yakov I. Perelman pointed out in Physics Can 
Be Fun (1913) that from a scientific point of view, that X 
should have been blind, since a human eye works by 
absorbing incoming light, not letting it through completely. The 
author seems to show some awareness of this problem in 
Chapter 20, where the eyes of an otherwise invisible cat retain 
visible retinas. Nonetheless, this would be insufficient, since 
the retina would be flooded with light (from all directions) that 
ordinarily is blocked by the opaque sclera of the eyeball. Also, 
any image would be badly blurred if the eye had an invisible 
cornea and lens.
Gimme X.



+10/0





League of Extraordinary Gentlemen, 
Volume One.




